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ABSTRAK 

Nama   : Yafi Yardan Prayoga 

Program Studi  : Ilmu Komunikasi 

Judul  : Perbandingan Representasi Profesionalisme dan Moralitas 

Jurnalis Perang (Analisis Semiotika Christian Metz Pada Film 

Civil War dan A Private War) 

Pembimbing  : Dr. Yuri Alfrin Aladdin, M.Si., M.I.Kom. 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis representasi dilema etis jurnalis perang 

dalam film Civil War dan A Private War melalui pendekatan semiotika Christian Metz, 

khususnya konsep The Large Syntagmatic Category, dengan menelaah bagaimana 

struktur penyusunan shot dan adegan membangun makna moralitas dan 

profesionalisme. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif dengan observasi 

langsung terhadap adegan yang merepresentasikan konflik antara tanggung jawab 

profesional dan nilai kemanusiaan, kemudian dianalisis melalui delapan kategori 

sintagmatik, yaitu autonomous shot, parallel syntagma, bracket syntagma, descriptive 

syntagma, alternate syntagma, scene, episodic sequence, dan ordinary sequence. Hasil 

penelitian menunjukkan bahwa Civil War lebih mengedepankan profesionalisme 

sebagai prinsip utama dengan moralitas yang hadir secara implisit melalui ekspresi 

visual dan ketegangan batin tanpa artikulasi verbal yang eksplisit, sehingga jurnalis 

direpresentasikan sebagai pengamat yang menjaga jarak emosional dalam situasi 

kekerasan ekstrem. Sebaliknya, A Private War menampilkan moralitas dan 

profesionalisme sebagai dua dimensi yang berjalan beriringan, di mana empati 

terhadap korban menjadi landasan komitmen profesional dan dilema etis tidak hanya 

muncul dalam momen konflik, tetapi juga dalam refleksi dan pengambilan keputusan. 

Penelitian ini menyimpulkan bahwa struktur sintagmatik film berfungsi sebagai 

perangkat pembentuk makna ideologis mengenai posisi jurnalis dalam konflik 

bersenjata, sehingga memperkaya kajian semiotika film sekaligus memberikan 

kontribusi terhadap studi komunikasi dan etika jurnalistik.  

Kata Kunci : 

Semiotika Film, Christian Metz, Jurnalis Perang, Moralitas, Profesionalisme 
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ABSTRACT 

Name   : Yafi Yardan Prayoga 

Study Program : Communication Science 

Title  : Comparative Study of the Representation of Professionalism 

and Morality of War Journalists (Christian Metz’s Semiotic 

Analysis of the Films Civil War and A Private War) 

Counsellor  : Dr. Yuri Alfrin Aladdin, M.Si., M.I.Kom. 

This study aims to examine the representation of the ethical dilemmas faced by war 

journalists in the films Civil War and A Private War through Christian Metz’s semiotic 

framework, particularly the concept of The Large Syntagmatic Category. The research 

focuses on how the arrangement of shots and scenes constructs meanings related to 

morality and professionalism. Employing a qualitative approach, the study is based on 

direct observation of scenes that depict the tension between professional responsibility 

and humanitarian values. The analysis is conducted through eight syntagmatic 

categories: autonomous shot, parallel syntagma, bracket syntagma, descriptive 

syntagma, alternate syntagma, scene, episodic sequence, and ordinary sequence. The 

findings reveal that Civil War emphasizes professionalism as the dominant principle, 

with morality conveyed implicitly through visual expressions and internal tension 

rather than explicit dialogue, positioning journalists as observers who maintain 

emotional distance amid extreme violence. In contrast, A Private War presents morality 

and professionalism as interconnected dimensions, where empathy toward victims 

forms the basis of professional commitment and ethical dilemmas emerge both in 

moments of conflict and in reflective decision-making processes. This study concludes 

that the syntagmatic structure of film operates as an ideological mechanism that shapes 

the portrayal of journalists’ roles in armed conflict, thereby contributing to the 

development of film semiotics as well as communication and journalism ethics studies. 

Keywords :  

Film Semiotics, Christian Metz, War Journalism, Morality, Professionalism. 
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