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ABSTRAK 

Nama   : Fristania Vidiansyah Putri 

Program Studi  : Ilmu Politik 

Judul   : Dinamika Politik Patron Klien Dalam Pemilihan Kepala  

Daerah: Studi Kemenangan Sherly Tjoanda Di Maluku 

Utara 

Pembimbing   : Kamarrudin Salim, S.Sos.,M.Si 

Penelitian ini membahas dinamika politik patron-klien dan jaringan 

kekeluargaan dalam Pilkada Maluku Utara 2024, khususnya proses transfer 

loyalitas politik dari mendiang Benny Laos ke Sherly Tjoanda. Penelitian bertujuan 

mendalami mekanisme pembangunan legitimasi politik Sherly Tjoanda melalui 

pemanfaatan modal sosial, ekonomi, dan simbolik warisan suaminya. Penelitian ini 

menggunakan Teori Patron-Klien James C. Scott serta Teori Modal Pierre 

Bourdieu. Dengan menggunakan metode kualitatif deskriptif dengan teknik 

observasi, wawancara, dan dokumentasi. Hasil penelitian menyimpulkan: Pertama, 

kemenangan Sherly Tjoanda (50,69%) suara didorong oleh kapitalisasi modal 

simbolik yang mengonversi duka publik menjadi solidaritas politik elektoral. 

Kedua, Sherly berhasil membangun legitimasi sebagai patron baru dengan 

memanfaatkan jaringan kekeluargaan yang kuat serta mengelola narasi ketegaran 

pasca-tragedi, di mana penggunaan atribut fisik (seperti tongkat/kruk) dan orasi 

yang menyentuh sisi kemanusiaan mampu meredam resistensi terhadap identitas 

triple minority (perempuan, non-Muslim, dan etnis Tionghoa). Ketiga, adanya 

transfer loyalitas terjadi karena ketergantungan klien terhadap modal ekonomi dan 

sosial yang sebelumnya dikelola oleh Benny Laos, yang kemudian berhasil 

diakomodasi oleh Sherly Tjoanda melalui simbolisme emosional yang efektif di 

tengah masyarakat Maluku Utara. 

Kata Kunci: Pilkada Maluku Utara, Patron Klien, Legitimasi Politik, Modal 

Sosial, Sherly Tjoanda 
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ABSTRACT 

Nama   : Fristania Vidiansyah Putri 

Study Program : Political Science 

Title   : The Dynamics Of Patron-Client Politics In Local Head  

Elections: A Study Of Sherly Tjoanda's Victory In North 

Maluku 

Counsellor  : Kamarrudin Salim, S.Sos, M.Si 

 

This study analyzes the dynamics of patron-client politics and kinship 

networks in the 2024 North Maluku Local Head Election, specifically focusing on 

the process of political loyalty transfer from the late Benny Laos to Sherly Tjoanda. 

The research aims to understand the mechanisms of Sherly Tjoanda’s political 

legitimacy building by leveraging the inherited social, economic, and symbolic 

capital of her late husband. Using a descriptive qualitative method with observation, 

interviews, and documentation techniques, this study applies James C. Scott’s 

Patron-Client Theory and Pierre Bourdieu’s Theory of Capital. The results 

conclude: First, Sherly Tjoanda's victory (50.69% of the votes) was driven by the 

capitalization of symbolic capital, which converted public grief into electoral 

political solidarity. Second, Sherly successfully established legitimacy as a new 

patron by utilizing strong kinship networks and managing a narrative of resilience 

post-tragedy; the use of physical attributes (such as crutches) and orations that 

appealed to humanity effectively mitigated resistance toward her triple minority 

identity (female, non-Muslim, and ethnic Chinese). Third, the transfer of loyalty 

occurred due to the clients' dependence on the economic and social capital 

previously managed by Benny Laos, which was subsequently accommodated by 

Sherly Tjoanda through effective emotional symbolism within the North Maluku 

society. 

Keywords: North Maluku Election, Patron-Client, Political Legitimacy, Social 

Capital, Sherly Tjoanda. 
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