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ABSTRAK 

 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengungkapkan narasi realisme magis dan 

menemukan konteks sosial budaya dalam Novel Kereta Semar Lembu karya Zaky 

Yamani. Penelitian ini menggunakan teori naratif realisme magis Wendy B. Faris 

dan teori unsur kebudayaan Koentjaraningrat. Penelitian ini menggunakan 

penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. Teknik pengumpulan data yang digunakan adalah 

teknik baca catat. Hasil yang didapat dalam penelitian ini adalah, realisme magis 

yang ternarasikan dalam Novel Kereta Semar Lembu tidak hanya sarat dengan 

karakteristik realisme magis Wendy B. Faris, tetapi juga memperlihatkan 

kepercayaan tradisional serta mitos-mitos yang ada dalam cerita pewayangan Jawa. 

Konteks sosial budaya dalam Novel Kereta Semar Lembu di dukung oleh 

kebudayaan Jawa yang sampai saat ini masih eksis di era modern. Hal tersebut 

berdasarkan temuan data unsur kebudayaan yang berupa sistem bahasa, sistem 

pengetahuan, sistem kemasyarakatan dan organisasi sosial, sistem peralatan hidup 

dan teknologi, sistem mata pencaharian hidup, sistem religi, dan kesenian. Hasil 

analisis tersebut memunculkan dua isu sosial. Isu sosial pertama adalah mengenai 

kesukaan orang Jawa pada hal-hal yang berbau mistik yang selalu berkaitan dengan 

mahkluk halus yang dipercayai orang Jawa berasal dari mitos atau kepercayaan 

tradisional. Isu sosial kedua mengenai kolonialisme yang berdampak kepada 

masyarakat Jawa. 

Kata kunci: Realisme Magis, Budaya Jawa, Novel Kereta Semar Lembu 
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ABSTRACT 

 
This research aims to unveil the narration of magical realism and find out socio 

cultural context in a novel entitled Kereta Semar Lembu written by Zaky Yamani. 

The theories used in conducting this research are magical realism which is 

proposed by Wendy B. Faris and the theory of the elements of culture that is 

proposed by Koentjaraningrat. A qualitative descriptive approach was used to 

support this research. The data were collected using reading and note taking 

process. The results showed that the narration of magical realism within this work 

doesn’t only consist of characteristics of magical realism as issued by Faris, but it 

also shows the characteristics of traditional believes and several mythologies 

belonging to Javanese puppet. The socio-cultural context in the Novel is supported 

by Javanese culture which until now still exists in the modern era. This is based on 

the findings of data on cultural elements in the form of language systems, knowledge 

systems, social systems and social organizations, systems of living equipment and 

technology, livelihood systems, religious systems, and the arts. The results of the 

analysis raise two social issues. The first social issue is regarding the Javanese 

people's preference for mystical matters which are always related to spirits that the 

Javanese believe originates from myths or traditional beliefs. The second social 

issue concerns colonialism which has an impact on Javanese society. 

Keywords: Magical Realism, Javanese Culture, Novel Kereta Semar Lembu 


