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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

 

 

 

5.1 Conclusion 

 

 

This research has analyzed the semiotic elements in Poison by Sara Poole, 

using Roland Barthes' semiotic theory. By focusing on the interpretation of 

signifiers and signifieds, this study sought to explore how the novel conveys 

meaning through symbols, particularly in relation to power, politics, and personal 

struggle. The findings reveal that Poison presents multiple layers of meaning, 

primarily through political, social, and psychological themes, as well as through 

intricate character dynamics. 

Throughout the novel, the concept of poison serves as a multifaceted 

symbol. It does not merely represent a literal toxic substance but also functions as 

a metaphor for corruption, betrayal, and manipulation within political and social 

structures. Francesca Giordano, the protagonist, navigates a world filled with deceit 

and danger, where the boundaries between morality and survival blur. Her journey 

embodies the duality of poisor both as a weapon and as a tool for empowerment 

reflecting the broader themes of justice, vengeance, and political intrigue. 

The semiotic analysis revealed that various elements in the novel function 

as signifiers, carrying deeper meanings beyond their immediate interpretation. 

Characters, objects, and events symbolize larger social and psychological struggles. 

For example, power struggles within the novel are not only depicted through direct 

confrontations but also through subtle signs such as clothing, gestures, and coded 

language. Similarly, settings and environments contribute to the overall meaning 

by reinforcing themes of isolation, secrecy, and impending danger. 

Another key finding is the role of semiotic ambiguity in the novel. Many 

signifiers hold multiple meanings, depending on the context in which they appear. 

For instance, poison can be seen both as a means of destruction and as a form of 
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resistance. Likewise, the concepts of justice and vengeance are often 

indistinguishable, emphasizing the complexity of moral decision-making in a world 

driven by political ambition. This duality aligns with Barthes' semiotic approach, 

which highlights how meaning is constructed and deconstructed based on cultural 

and narrative contexts. 

The study also demonstrates how language and discourse shape the 

interpretation of reality. The novel employs sophisticated linguistic choices to 

create layered meanings, drawing attention to the power of words as tools for 

persuasion and control. Francesca's interactions with other characters reveal how 

language can both conceal and reveal truth, reflecting the manipulative nature of 

political discourse. By applying Barthes’ semiotic theory, this research has shown 

that Poison is not just a historical novel but a text rich in symbolic meaning, where 

every detail contributes to the overarching themes of power, betrayal, and human 

resilience. 

Ultimately, this study confirms that semiotic analysis is a valuable method 

for literary interpretation. It allows for a deeper understanding of how texts 

construct meaning and how readers engage with symbolic structures. By examining 

Poison through a semiotic lens, this research has uncovered the novel’s complex 

network of signs, demonstrating the intricate relationship between language, 

symbolism, and narrative structure. This approach has highlighted the ways in 

which literature serves as a reflection of human experience, capturing the nuanced 

interplay between power, morality, and survival. 

 

. 
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5.2 Suggestions 

 

Based on the conclusions of this study, the following suggestions are 

proposed: Further Research on Semiotics in Literature: Future studies could expand 

on this research by analyzing other novels using semiotic approaches. Comparing 

different works could provide deeper insights into how authors use signs and symbols 

to construct meaning. 

Broader Application of Semiotic Theory: While this study focused on Roland 

Barthes' theory, incorporating other semiotic theorists such as Ferdinand de Saussure 

or Charles Sanders Peirce may yield additional perspectives on how meaning is 

constructed in literature. 

Encouraging Literary Analysis Among Students: Students of literature should be 

encouraged to explore semiotics as a method of analysis, as it enhances critical 

thinking and provides deeper comprehension of literary texts. Expanding 

Interpretation of Historical Contexts: Since Poison is set in a historical period, future 

research could examine how historical narratives influence the use of symbols and 

signs in literature. Understanding the historical background could enrich the 

interpretation of semiotic elements. 

By implementing these suggestions, further studies on semiotics can continue 

to contribute to literary scholarship, enabling readers and researchers to engage 

with texts more critically and comprehensively. 


